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PROBLEM:  
1999 Electric Choice Act costs low-income 

consumers more for energy.  
 
$600 million more: Amount Marylanders overpaid 

for switching to deregulated suppliers during 2014-

2018.  

 

Heavy direct sales focus in low-income zip codes 
resulted in higher prices paid and higher 

enrollments. 

 

$525 more per account: Amount that households 

received energy assistance households overpaid in 

1 year for choosing deregulated energy.  

 

$10 million: Yearly estimate of state energy 

assistance that goes to third-party suppliers in the 

form of higher energy prices. 
 

SOLUTION:  
Protect intended purpose of state energy 

assistance program.  

 

Ensure that households receiving energy assistance 

grants pay utility standard rates by  

eliminating energy supplier contracts. 
 

 

WHAT YOUR CONSTITUENTS EXPERIENCE 

 

BENEFITS: 

 

Maximize efficiency of 

limited state energy 

assistance budget. 

 

Protect low-income 

households from 

undue financial harm 

due to high supplier 

charges  

(heat or eat conflicts).  

 



 

Aggressive one-to-one door/phone sales - Promise of savings - Tricky 

contracts, teaser rates to variable rates - High exit fees. 

 

         Energy Supplier Reform Coalition  

Nonprofits, congregations, citizens and consumer groups taking action to 

reform Maryland’s deregulated residential third-party energy supplier 

market.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


